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The Willow Farm has been a staple in the Pescadero area for over 20 years. This well-known and 
unique farm came to be through the hard work and dedication from the owners, Neil and Alix 
Curry. 
 
The Curry’s both grew up in Australia where they met, fell in love, and got married. They ran a 
commercial blueberry farm together in Australia where they exported blueberries out of 
Australia. However, on a trip to New Zealand Alix and Neil came across a certain tree they 
immediately recognized as being something totally unique with many potential purposes, the 
willow tree. They saw an opportunity and decided to go for it. 
 
Neil initially tried to get as many willow trees as he could back to his blueberry farm, at times 
trading blueberry crops to make room for more trees. They started advertising their willows and 
sending out press releases, and were able to get a surprisingly huge demand from people in 
America and Canada. “We got about 400-500 letters and phone calls in the middle of the night 
coming from Americans and Canadians wanting our trees,” Neil stated, “we were very 
surprised.”  
 
In December of 1987 they decided to make the move to San Francisco in order to follow a 
unique opportunity and properly provide for their main customer base in America. Moving all 
the way to a new country to start a business is always risky, and did not come without facing 
many challenges. There were often times when money was tight and uncertainty of their decision 
was lingering.  
 
Despite all the difficulties, Neil and Alix never lost hope and kept working hard. They frequently 
had to fly between the United States and Australia to manage both their blueberry crops and the 
new willow tree operation. Managing both eventually became too difficult and costly so they 
chose to focus all their energy into their growing willow business. 

 
When first in San Francisco, Alix and Neil found themselves in very tight working quarters. “We 
would drive a 1971 Buick to the airport with the back seats taken out and filled it with all of our 
cuttings delivered from Australia,” Neil continued, “we then would package them into bundles in 
our small apartment in San Francisco. We would end up filling the entire elevator with boxes of 
these orders!”  
 
It soon became clear to them that they needed room to expand their business and connect back 
with nature. This is when they stumbled upon the Pescadero area in 1994 and have been able to 
call it home ever since. 
 
After all of this hard work and dedication, the move across the world has paid off. The Willow 
Farm’s trees are a desired commodity and have become known as a renewable and natural 
alternative to other plastic-based products on the market. Their willow panels are strong, 
beautiful, and effective, while creating a business that puts conservation at the forefront of their 
company. 
 



Today, Neil and Alix’s daughter (Leyla Curry?) now runs the Willow Farm and has been doing 
an amazing job taking over the family business. 
 
 The Willow Farm is not open for walk-on tours so in order to view the amazing work they have 
done over the years, check out their website: www.thewillowfarm.com  
or follow them on social media:  
Instagram: @thewillowfarm  
Facebook: The Willow Farm 


