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Mathieu Simms began his love for the environment and farming at a young age. As a child his 
mother would take him and his younger siblings to various local spots to look for and collect 
wildflower seeds to plant and grow. Mat learned much of his basic knowledge on how to 
successfully plant and grow various types of plants through what his mother taught him and 
observing the environment “I got my green thumb appreciating the wildlife, the environment, 
and plants surrounding me,” he said. 
 
While Simms can’t imagine doing anything other than farming, he was not always in the 
agriculture scene. Simms was a probation officer in San Mateo County for 16 years before 
retiring and moving to Los Angeles, working for a company named Pivotal Post. He worked 
with tech equipment for movies, allowing him to travel to different states and countries 
following his work. While he enjoyed this career, he knew the city life wasn't for him, and 
decided to move back to the north coast and reconnect with nature and start a farming career. 
 
Simms started his farming career only three years ago, and was met with some challenges right 
out of the gate. Only three days after moving into his house on his farm, his fields were 
completely flooded (he borders Pescadero Creek). While many people would take this as a bad 
sign, Mat saw the positive in it: “it was actually a kind of blessing, I think it helped the soil.”  
 
These past three years, Mat has been hard at work planting crops, testing different farming 
practices, going to farmers markets, and building his brand: Simms Organics. 
 
Mat explained his reasoning for going all organic with his crops. “Going organic just made a lot 
of sense, I am not that into pesticides or GMO’s.” Simms did recognize that the use of pesticides 
and GMOs are not all bad, they just weren't the path he wanted to take with his own produce. 
 
When facing challenges such as insects eating or causing damage to his crops, he explained he 
uses alternate methods from pesticides. Using cover nets and keeping his rows clean and free 
from unnecessary weeds or debris reduces the presence of unwanted insects significantly. 
 
In addition to keeping the rows clean, Simms uses companion planting, trap crops, and crop 
rotation as a way to mitigate pest pressure and soil borne diseases. He plants certain types of 
plants that attract beneficial insects in order to create a balanced system, where no one insect can 
dominate. 
 
Simms uses a similar approach when getting rid of unwanted weeds, in order to avoid the use of 
herbicides. He explained that before planting any crops he will thoroughly water the area to 
allow weeds to grow, before pulling them all right before planting crops. This significantly 



reduces the presence of weeds throughout his growing season, eliminating the need for 
herbicides. 
 
Being a smaller production farm, Simms relies heavily on farmers markets to make a profit on 
his products. He emphasized the need to educate the public on the importance of buying local 
and attending local farmers markets. 
 
Many people do not realize how many farmers rely on local farmers markets to make ends meet, 
and how these farmers markets actually benefit the consumer as well. When consumers buy 
produce at their local farmers market almost 100% of their money spent goes directly back to the 
farmer. In contrast, when consumers buy produce at their local grocery store, only about 7.8 
cents for every dollar spent goes back to the farmer, according to The Washington Post. 
 
There are additional benefits to buying local, some of which include: less plastic waste, less 
fossil fuel emissions due to transportation, more information on where the produce comes from 
and how it is grown, along with stimulating the local economy, according to the Center for 
Urban Education about Sustainable Agriculture (CUSA). 
 
Simms is passionate about farming and being able to connect to his local community through 
doing what he loves. He attends four farmers markets every week in hopes of educating the 
communities about his produce and develop relationships with the communities. 
 
While Simms is very happy with how his farm is doing, he has some goals for the future of 
Simms Organics. “One of my big goals is to establish a large plot of berries,” he said, berries are 
a very successful crop to grow in this area and are easy to get established.  
 
In addition to berries, Simms stated that he wanted to be able to “put in farm housing for my 
employees, that way I can focus on more of the management side in a few years.”  Working in 
the fields is part of doing what he loves, but Mat recognizes that in a few years that work can be 
taxing on his back. 
 
Simms Organics is an amazing farm with fresh, organic produce that is harvested the day it is 
sold. Simms Organics produce is sold at the following farmers markets: Half Moon Bay market 
Saturday mornings, Pescadero farmers market every Thursday from 4-7PM, So S.F. every other 
Saturday 10am-2pm and Pacifica on Wednesdays 2:30-6:30pm. He will be adding a new market 
in August so watch his website for updates. 
 
Check out their social media! 
Instagram: @simmsorganics  
Facebook: Simms Organics  



Website:http://simmsorganics.com/ 
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