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Mathieu Simms began his love 
for the environment and farming 
at a young age. As a child his 
mother would take him and his 
younger siblings to various local 
spots to look for and collect 
wildflower seeds to plant and grow. 
Mat learned much of his basic 
knowledge on how to successfully 
plant and grow various types of 
plants through what his mother 
taught him and observing the 
environment “I got my green 
thumb appreciating the wildlife, 
the environment, and plants 
surrounding me,” he said.

While Mat can’t imagine doing 
anything other than farming, he 
was not always in the agriculture 
scene. Simms was a probation 
officer in San Mateo County for 16 
years before retiring and moving 
to Los Angeles, working for a 
company named Pivotal Post. He 
worked with tech equipment for 
movies, allowing him to travel 
to different states and countries 
following his work. While he 
enjoyed this career, he knew 
the city life wasn’t for him, and 
decided to move back to the north 
coast and reconnect with nature 
and start a farming career.

Mat started his farming career only 
three years ago, and was met with 
some challenges right out of the 
gate. Only three days after moving 
into his house on his farm, his 
fields were completely flooded (he 
borders Pescadero Creek). While 
many people would take this as a 
bad sign, Mat saw the positive in it: 
“it was actually a kind of blessing, I 
think it helped the soil.” 

These past three years, Mat has 
been hard at work planting crops, 
testing different farming practices, 
going to farmers markets, and 
building his brand: Simms 
Organics.

Mat explained his reasoning for 
going all organic with his crops. 
“Going organic just made a lot of 
sense, I am not that into pesticides 
or GMO’s.” Simms did recognize 
that the use of pesticides and 
GMOs are not all bad, they just 
weren’t the path he wanted to take 
with his own produce.

When facing challenges such as 
insects eating or causing damage 
to his crops, he explained he 
uses alternate methods from 
pesticides. Using cover nets and 
keeping his rows clean and free 

from unnecessary weeds or debris 
reduces the presence of unwanted 
insects significantly.

In addition to keeping the rows 
clean, Simms uses companion 
planting, trap crops, and crop 
rotation as a way to mitigate pest 
pressure and soil borne diseases. 
He plants certain types of plants 
that attract beneficial insects in 
order to create a balanced system, 
where no one insect can dominate.

Simms uses a similar approach 
when getting rid of unwanted 
weeds, in order to avoid the use 
of herbicides. He explained that 
before planting any crops he will 
thoroughly water the area to allow 
weeds to grow, before pulling them 
all right before planting crops. This 
significantly reduces the presence 
of weeds throughout his growing 
season, eliminating the need for 
herbicides.

Being a smaller production farm, 
Simms relies heavily on farmers 
markets to make a profit on his 
products. He emphasized the 
need to educate the public on the 
importance of buying local and 
attending local farmers markets.



Many people do not realize 
how many farmers rely on 
local farmers markets to make 
ends meet, and how these 
farmers markets actually benefit 
the consumer as well. When 
consumers buy produce at their 
local farmers market almost 100% 
of their money spent goes directly 
back to the farmer. In contrast, 
when consumers buy produce 
at their local grocery store, only 
about 7.8 cents for every dollar 
spent goes back to the farmer, 
according to The Washington 
Post.

There are additional benefits 
to buying local, some of which 
include: less plastic waste, less 
fossil fuel emissions due to 
transportation, more information 
on where the produce comes from 
and how it is grown, along with 
stimulating the local economy, 
according to the Center for Urban 

Education about Sustainable 
Agriculture (CUSA).

Mat is passionate about farming 
and being able to connect to 
his local community through 
doing what he loves. He attends 
four farmers markets every 
week in hopes of educating the 
communities about his produce 
and develop relationships with 
the communities.

While Mat is very happy with 
how his farm is doing, he has 
some goals for the future of 
Simms Organics. “One of my big 
goals is to establish a large plot 
of berries,” he said, berries are 
a very successful crop to grow 
in this area and are easy to get 
established. 

In addition to berries, Mat 
stated that he wanted to be able 
to “put in farm housing for my 

employees, that way I can focus 
on more of the management side 
in a few years.”  Working in the 
fields is part of doing what he 
loves, but Mat recognizes that in a 
few years that work can be taxing 
on his back.

Simms Organics is an amazing 
farm with fresh, organic produce 
that is harvested the day it is 
sold. Simms Organics produce 
is sold at the following farmers 
markets: Half Moon Bay market 
Saturday mornings, Pescadero 
farmers market every Thursday 
from 4-7PM, So S.F. every other 
Saturday 10am-2pm and Pacifica 
on Wednesdays 2:30-6:30pm. He 
will be adding a new market in 
August so watch his website for 
updates.

Check out their social media!
Instagram: @simmsorganics 
Facebook: Simms Organics 



Upcoming Community Events

Every Thursday, 3:00pm-7:00pm
Come support local farmers and ranchers, while stocking up on farm fresh 
produce! The farmers market features live music, kids’ activities, and free bike 
repair. Come sample the season’s delights!
Where: 251 Stage Road, Pescadero

July 20 & 21, 11:00am-5:00pm
Live music by Gary Horsman with Bill Haines And Mike McCall and Poets 
Jym Marks, and Leah Lubin; followed by Atkinson Kincheloe & Beynon on 
Saturday. Music by George Kincheloe & Friends followed by the Jones Gang 
on Sunday.

July 27, 11:00am-5:00pm
Live music by the Montara Mountain Boys and the Bundy Browne Band.
Where: San Gregorio Store, 7615 Stage Rd

August 13, 7:00pm-8:30pm
Come at 6:30 for coffee and snacks before the meeting!
Where: Pescadero Community Church, 363 Stage Rd

August 18th and 19th, 10am-6pm
Community members young and old gather together to promote local artists and 
musicians, and to support local youth
Where: I.D.E.S. Hall, Pescadero

Pescadero Farmers 
Market

Live Music at San 
Gregorio Store

August PMAC 
Meeting

Pescadero Arts and 
Fun Festival

Community Highlight: Bella Skinner

Bella Skinner is a fifth generation local in the Pescadero, 
Butano, and Loma Mar communities. Her family has deep 
roots in the community, which she hopes to contribute to 
through her involvement in creating The Pescadero Fish Wrap 
alongside her grandfather, Rob Skinner. Bella is a fourth year 
Agricultural Communication Major at California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo. Her passion for agriculture 
began as a child having grown up around livestock and gaining 
experience through taking care of various farm animals for her 
neighbors throughout the years.  She is excited to start a career 
in agriculture after graduating in spring of 2020.



Community News
PMAC Pond: Next Meeting August 13

Many of you are aware of our town sign in front of the Post Office. We’ve been sorely limited on messaging 
space and we’ll be expanding the area dedicated to PMAC events.

The back side of the sign has always been available for postings by anyone and hasn’t been utilized a great 
deal, so we’re making it available to the RCD. You’ll see a new sandwich board directing people to visit the 
reverse side for a map of the marsh where the work is taking place and other information on the project.  Next 
time you’re picking up your mail walk over and see what you think.

The subject of the (now closed) Sheriff’s Adult Correctional Facility near Portola State Park came up based 
on a rumor of it being “deconstructed.” The possibilities are endless for the facility and we don’t need to lose 
anymore possible community gathering, educational, meeting, housing, and such facilities out here in the 
hinterlands.  The “old haul” road is in need of repair but it runs from Pescadero County Park all the way to 
the camp.

Speaking of having lost a great asset years ago the CCC used to have a camp in La Honda and many will 
remember them filling sandbags, cleaning out gutters and waterways, etc.  They were always available to 
our towns on short notice and really pleased to be helping out. The juvenile honor camp is now closed. It’s 
“turn-key” and ready for their return.  As a state funded entity it would be good for all to contact their state 
representative or senator and let them know it’s available and that you would welcome them back.  Another 
good use of our tax dollars.



RCD Streams: RCD Kickoff Event

Thank you to everyone who came by to support the San Mateo RCD at the kick-off event for the 
Butano Creek Reconnection Project! By October, we will have restored 8,000 feet of the historical 
Butano Creek channel, which will reconnect the local watershed to the ocean. Special thanks to 
Senator Jerry Hill, Assembly Member Marc Berman, San Mateo Supervisor Don Horsley and staff 
from the offices of Representative Anna Eshoo and Kevin Mullin for joining us. Many thanks also to 
California State Parks, NOAA, the County of San Mateo and not least of all you the taxpayer for all 
of your support of this important habitat restoration and flood reduction project.

Carbon Farming

Carbon farming seems to be popping up in the news. The RCD’s Ag and Climate team has been 
hard at work on Conservation and Carbon Farming Plans (there are four more in the works for large 
properties on the coast side), increasing the use of compost (we just did baseline monitoring for soils 
and plants for our upcoming rangeland compost application trial with POST), and creating more 
compost (we just completed our Brussels sprout and eucalyptus compost trial). We’ve also been 
enjoying teaching others about our work, including a presentation to the County’s Master Resource 
Conservationist Course. 



California’s population is contin-
uously increasing, causing more 
development and urbanization 
throughout the state. However, 
as the leading agricultural state 
in the entire country, this trend 
of urbanization could soon cause 
irreversible damage to California’s 
agriculture lands.

California is the leading agricul-
tural state, making it a critical link 
in the food supply chain. Califor-
nia alone produces about half of 
the United States grown vegeta-
bles, nuts, and fruits (California 
Department of Food and Agri-
culture, 2019). Because of this, 
California makes more money off 
of agriculture than any other state, 

selling roughly $50 billion worth 
of food annually. Since agriculture 
is so important in California’s 
economy, job market, and self-sus-
tainability, any significant harm to 
the industry will  have detrimental 
effects.

California’s agriculture lands 
continue to be threatened as the 
population increases and more 
housing and development is 
needed. Around 3.4 million acres 
in California’s agriculture coun-
ties are now urbanized, another 2 
million acres are so urbanized that 
there is no more agriculture at all 
(Thompson, 2009). 

Urbanization of land is a threat 

for agriculture because agricultur-
al land is typically on level land 
and near a water source; the same 
qualities that make for easy devel-
opment. Due to this similarity in 
resources, urban lands currently 
comprise 5.3 million acres, about 
5% of the total area of the state. 
Of this, nearly 85% of urbanized 
land was converted from what 
was originally rangeland (Brown, 
2017). The issue  of the loss of 
agricultural land for development 
is ever increasing. 

If current development trends 
continue, 1.3 million acres of Cali-
fornia agricultural land, including 
670,000 acres of prime, unique 
and statewide important farm

Agriculture Insights: Increasing Population 
Impacts on Agricultural Land



Subscribe to our E-Newsletter and join the community!

Get this newsletter sent directly to your email after each new publication and stay up to date on any 
community news or events! 

Ways you can subscribe: 
• sign up at https://mailchi.mp/628451cd2903/pescaderofishwrap
• send an email request to: thepescaderofishwrap@gmail.com

* Include full name and write “subscribe” in the subject line 
• Scan the QR code at the bottom of this page to be brought directly to the sign up link

Feel free to send any questions, comments, suggestions, or story ideas to our email:

thepescaderofishwrap@gmail.com

land, will be developed by 2050. For 
irrigated cropland alone, this would 
entail an annual loss of an estimated 
$2 billion in agricultural production 
in current farm gate dollars (Thomp-
son, 2009).

The continual rise in the California 
population increases the pressure 
on farmers and ranchers to provide 
more food while having to cut back 
on the resources necessary to pro-
duce this food. If actions are not 
taken soon, California, the leading 
state in agriculture production, will 
not be able to produce the necessary 
amount to continue to be self-sus-
taining.

Given the current status of urban-
ization of agriculture land, and the 
projected future of a continually 
increasing population in California, 
it is evident that a solution must be 
found to protect agricultural land 
and improve production rates. While 
there are some current efforts being 
made to protect agriculture land, it 
is not enough to make a significant 
impact. Agriculture lands under 

the California Land Conservation 
Act, also known as the Williamson 
Act (WA), offers lower property tax 
assessments in return for an annu-
ally renewed 10-year agreement not 
to develop or subdivide, encour-
aging the preservation of farmland 
(Brown, 2017). While this is a step 
in the right direction, this does not 
apply to all agricultural land and can 
be ineffective if someone is willing to 
pay the extra property tax amount.

If more regulations are made to 
monitor the amount of agriculture 
land that can be developed on, a 
significant amount of agriculture 
can be preserved. Proposition 70 of 
1988 provided state bond funding 
to a number of land trusts through-
out the state for these programs. 
However, while some land trusts, 
such as those in Marin, Sonoma and 
Napa counties, have been success-
ful in protecting locally important 
agricultural areas, land trusts to 
date have had only a minor impact 
on statewide farmland conversion. 
Well below 1% of California land 
is in public or private land trusts, 

and a small fraction of that is ag-
ricultural land (Sanders, 1998). If 
there was a 28% reduction of annual 
development in the Central Valley, 
it would preserve 9,000 agricultural 
acres a year. In addition to making 
efforts to preserve land, growers and 
ranchers can continue to make more 
productive use per acre of a decreas-
ing farmland base, while cities and 
other urbanizing communities can 
consume smaller amounts of land by 
increasing their population densities 
and infill development (Medvitz, 
1995).

The increasing population has 
already caused issues for agricultur-
alists throughout the state and has 
the potential to get worse. However, 
farmers and ranchers are continu-
ously trying new farming methods 
and using new technologies to max-
imize production while limiting the 
amount of resources exerted.

*All sources cited can be found in 
the online newsletter:
https://mailchi.mp/5dedc9e94ff0/
july-2019-newsletter-189701



Classified Ads
We hope The Pescadero Fish Wrap Classified Ads section can be an opportunity for local residents to post 
ads for the local community to see. These ads can include: help wanted, items for sale, job openings, etc.
Wish to place a classified ad? It’s as easier than catching a fish!

Send an email to: thepescaderofishwrap@gmail.com with the following information:
• Name and contact info
• What you want to advertise 
• Information/measurements of ad content
• Pictures if applicable
*First ad is free, all following will be $5 each

***Additional items for sale, information on all items below, and contact 
information to buy for sale items can be found by checking the online 

newsletter: https://mailchi.mp/5dedc9e94ff0/july-2019-newsletter-189701 ***

Microwave $20
-18”x14”
-Great shape, CLEAN

Art Deco style cabinet $125
-Very sturdy, solid wood
-Had a previous life as additional kitchen storage and 
as a stand-alone bar. 
-48”x 20”x 34-1/2”

Antique dresser $125
-recently stripped and sanded, ready for a makeover! 
-Measurements: 42”x 20-1/2”x 34-1/2   
-4 drawers

Vanity lights $15
-25”long, lights hang down 7”

Set of 3 Sterilite drawers $15
-Size: 15 7/8” x 21 7/8” x 24”
-Practically NEW-no signs of wear 

Set of 3 nesting side tables $30/set
-17-1/4”x21’x21-3/4”, 
-16”x16-1/2”x18”, 
-12-1/2”x13-1/2”x14-1/2”
-Solid wood, stained top, painted legs.    

Craftsman Style Couch $100
-Very comfortable, great condition. 
-Long enough for an adult to sleep on
-Arms serve as side tables
-Very sturdy, no stains      
-87”x 37-1/2”x 27-1/4”--including arms, 
-Arms are 7”wide each

Small island on wheels $25
-Great shape, has a pull out cutting board, a utensil 
drawer, and two lower shelves

Dresser with 10 drawers!!!!! $70
-4 small drawers and 6 larger drawers. 
-Black with vintage ruler accents. Some minor wear 
on the top. 
-52-1/2”x 15”x32”

Solid oak bookcase $50
-Adjustable shelves, great condition with the 
exception of the top which shows a little warping. 
-50”x 11”x 36”


