
Community Story: PG&E Public Service Power Shutoff

The Pescadero  
Fish Wrap

September/October 2019

As of October 7, 2019 PG&E post-
ed a notice warning a Public Safe-
ty Power Shutoff (PSPS) in several 
counties in Northern California. 
One of the shutoff areas is rural 
San Mateo County, meaning that 
our local Pescadero, Loma Mar, La 
Honda, and San Gregorio towns 
were included. 

The power outage affected our 
local areas beginning on October 
8, around 8pm and continued to 
be out until October 11 in the 
afternoon when the power was 
restored.

The PSPS was enacted in response 
to  “high fire risk and weather 
conditions that include gusty 
winds,” PG&E announced. While 
there are no set criteria for why 
or when PG&E enacts this PSPS 
some determining factors can 
include: low humidity levels, fore-
casted winds above 25 mph, evi-
dence of dry fuel on the ground, 
and Red-Flag Warnings that are 
declared by the National Weather 
Service.

While our community had to deal 
with multiple days without pow-
er, for many of us at most it was 

inconvenient, and never caused 
too many problems. With the 
lack of a timely notification from 
PG&E about the power shutoff, it 
was difficult for many community 
members to properly prepare as 
they would have been able if given 
sufficient notice. 

Being able to find reliable power 
generators, ice to fill fridges and 
freezers, flashlights, and food that 
can be prepared without power 
proved difficult for many due to 
our level of isolation from the 
cities and lack of time to prepare 
for this event.

Luckily, the brand new Loma Mar 
store served as a community hub 
during those few days, providing 
full meals and a way to bring the 
community together.

Unfortunately, this past week may 
not be the only time that we expe-
rience these types of power outag-
es this year. PG&E has stated that 
they will continue to be turning 
the power off and on as seen as 
necessary to prevent possible fires. 
Because of this, it is a good idea to 
have the necessary supplies handy 
incase of another ill-informed 

power shut off.

For possible future reference, 
PG&E has recommended the fol-
lowing precautions to prepare for 
the power outage: 

-Have a personal safety plan in 
place for every member of your 
household (including pets).

-Plan for any medical needs like 
medications that need to be re-
frigerated or devices that require 
power.    

-Build or restock your emergency 
supply kit, including food, water, 
flashlights, a radio, fresh batteries, 
first aid supplies and cash.

-Identify backup charging meth-
ods for phones.

-Learn how to manually open 
your garage door.

-If you own a backup generator, 
ensure it is ready to safely operate.



Every Thursday, 3:00pm-7:00pm
Come support local farmers and ranchers, while stocking up on farm fresh 
produce! The farmers market features live music, kids’ activities, and free bike 
repair. Come sample the season’s delights!
Where: 251 Stage Road, Pescadero

November 12, 7:00pm-8:30pm
Come at 6:30 for coffee and snacks before the meeting!
Where: Pescadero Community Church, 363 Stage Rd

Sunday, October 20, 8am-noon
Adults-$12, Children-$8, Kids under 3 eat free.
Where: La Honda Fire Station, 8945 La Honda Road.

November 1, 3:00-7:00pm
Come celebrate this tradition to honor those departed with Puente. There will be 
related crafts, ballet folklórico performance and hot chocolate and bread of the 
dead. If you want, come dressed as Catrín or Catrina.
Where: 350 Stage Rd

Pescadero Farmers 
Market

November  PMAC 
Meeting

La Honda Fire 
Brigade Pancake 

Breakfast: 
‘

Puente: Día de Los 
Muertos (Day of the 

Dead): 

Upcoming Community Events



Community News:
PMAC Pond: Next Meeting November 12

 
For this issue we’re combining the 
two sections as PMAC didn’t have 
a September meeting. Next one is 
the second Tuesday of the month. 
Come join in the fun.

In general here’s what’s happening:
Big Fish Supervisor Don Horsley 
announced that the county will be 
able to do the LCP amendment 
for extending CSA-11 to the 
High School and to the planned 
CalFire station. This allows for a 
quicker extension, as opposed to 
a county wide vote. Sacramento 
State University has taken on 
the engineering challenge for the 
extension. He states that there will 
be NO increase in water costs to 
the current rate payers. All costs of 
the extension will be covered by 

the new users. A hydrology study 
indicates, with the second well 
in, that there’s 90 years worth of 
water available based on current 
consumption trends. It’s also 
possible that the county will take 
advantage of the plans used to build 
the four corners CalFire station for 
the construction of ours.

In other news, Memorial park will 
be closed sometime this month 
for approximately 18 months 
(hopefully less) for upgrades and 
repairs to the wastewater/sewer 
systems.

RCD Streams 
RCD indicates that the work in 
the marsh is just a portion of the 
overall flood plain restoration. 

Kellyx is open to all invitations to 
come onto property and consult 
for opportunities to hold back 
sediment. Also be advised that all 
personal property visits are strictly 
confidential and are only for land 
management advice. These visits 
are not for any type of enforcement 
or other purposes. In many cases 
grants may be available for 
correctional issues.

Next summer RCD will be working 
with county parks to make drain 
repairs to Old Haul Road in the 
Pescadero County Park in Loma 
Mar.

The sediment TMDL is now law. 
RCD will be hosting a work shop 
soon for Ag operators. They 



have been offered funding from 
the Resources Legacy Fund in 
Sacramento to work with the 
small farms in the area and to 
help them comply with the new 
law and at no expense to the 
owners.

MidPen made a presentation 
to the community and detailed 
various accomplishments as 
a result of 2014 measure A 
funds. This was approved by 
county tax payers to the tune 
of $300,000,000 over a 30 year 
period. At the Driscoll Ranch/
Event Center they have installed 

seven new water storage tanks, 
solar powered pumps, 29,000 
feet of new pipe, a new coral 
and new fencing. The center is 
now open for equestrian events 
and activities only. Rodeos 
and other events are no longer 
allowed! There are six miles of 
trails for horses and their riders’ 
originating at the ranch. So if 
you don’t have a horse, go find 
one and you might be able to 
enjoy these trails too.

PMAC has extended an offer 
to host MidPen for one of their 
board meetings here. Hopefully 

that will happen. They do 
meet in HMB periodically. 
Approximately $16,000,000 has 
been spent on the coast side thus 
far. These are tax payer dollars. 
Larry Hassett (yes the friendly 
hardware guy) is our area 
representative on the board.



Agriculture Insights: Agritourism
While agriculture is an industry 
that the world could not survive 
without, farmers and ranchers 
struggle through the fluctuation 
of good and bad business seasons 
often. There is never a guarantee 
that crops will yield enough 
and be up to expected produce 
standards. Because of this 
constant uncertainty, farmers and 
ranchers are seeking other sources 
of income to ensure financial 
stability.

Agritourism is an alternative that 
has become increasingly popular 
for both those involved in the 
agriculture industry and the 
common “city folk.” Agritourism 
is the link between agricultural 
production and tourism, it is 
used as an opportunity to bring 
customers who may have never set 
foot on farm/ranch land straight 
to the source of where their food 
comes from. 

Agritourism provides farmers 
with a chance to gain some 
additional income to provide a 
cushion for extra bad years with 
crops/livestock production while 
educating people on the industry 
of agriculture. Some typical 
forms of agritourism include: hay 
mazes, guided tours, wine tastings, 
cooking classes, pumpkin patches, 
weddings, U-pick operations, and 
much more.

These forms of tourism are 
becoming increasingly popular 
as many of them provides visitors 
with an escape from busy city life. 
Having the opportunity to drive an 
hour or two to a farm or ranch and 
be able to enjoy the outdoors while 

sipping on some hot apple cider or 
enjoying some fresh corn-on-the-
cob is becoming a more sought 
after opportunity.

These forms of agritourism 
provide so much more than just 
extra income for those in the 
agriculture industry, it provides 
a valuable connection between 
farmers and customers. Over the 
past few decades the link between 
farmers and their customers have 
been steadily diminishing. People 
tend to forget that their pre-made 
meals found in the freezer section 
took months if not years of hard 
work to produce all the meat, 
fruits, veggies, and grains they find 
in their food.

As people are becoming more 
aware and involved in what they 
are putting into their bodies, 
knowing where food is sourced 
from and how it is produced is 
starting to become more of a topic 
of conversation. 

Agritourism provides many 
different fun and entertaining 
ways for common folk to educate 
themselves about the various 
processes and hard work it takes to 
produce food on a farm. Even by 
going to something as common as 
a pumpkin patch, people get the 
chance to engage with farmers and 
see some of the agriculture land 
and processes used to grow food.

There are some forms of 
agritourism that are aimed more 
specifically on the education sides 
such as farm tours, cheese making 
classes, volunteer days/weekends, 
hands-on agriculture lessons, etc. 

There are many opportunities out 
there to give people the chance 
to learn more about how their 
food is produced while making 
valuable memories with families 
and friends.

Next time you are bored on 
the weekend look to see what 
agritourism options you have 
near you, you just might learn 
something amazing or even leave 
with some farm-fresh produce. 

Local agritourism 
opportunities:

-Harley Farms (http://www.
harleyfarms.com/)

-Pie Ranch (https://www.pieranch.
org/)

-Root Down Farm (https://www.
rootdownfarm.org/)

-R&R Ranch (https://rnrfresh.
com/)

-Crest Ranch https://www.
crestranch.com/

-Fifth Crow Farm https://
fifthcrowfarm.com/

-Blue House Farm https://
bluehousefarm.com/

-Forever Bloom Farm https://
www.foreverbloomfarm.com/



Subscribe to our E-Newsletter and join the community!

Get this newsletter sent directly to your email after each new publication and stay up to date on any 
community news or events! 

Ways you can subscribe: 
• sign up at https://mailchi.mp/628451cd2903/pescaderofishwrap
• Sign up at our website: thepescaderofishwrap.com/contact
• send an email request to: thepescaderofishwrap@gmail.com

* Include full name and write “subscribe” in the subject line 

Feel free to send any questions, comments, suggestions, or story ideas to our email or 
visit our website:

thepescaderofishwrap@gmail.com
www.thepescaderofishwrap.com



Classified Ads
We hope The Pescadero Fish Wrap Classified Ads section can be an opportunity for local residents to post 
ads for the local community to see. These ads can include: help wanted, items for sale, job openings, etc.
Wish to place a classified ad? It’s as easier than catching a fish!

Send an email to: thepescaderofishwrap@gmail.com with the following information:
• Name and contact info
• What you want to advertise 
• Information/measurements of ad content
• Pictures if applicable
*First ad is free, all following will be $5 each

***Additional items for sale, information on all items below, and contact*** 
information to buy for sale items can be found by checking our website:

Thepescaderofishwrap.com

Art Deco style cabinet $125
-Very sturdy, solid wood
-Had a previous life as additional kitchen storage and 
as a stand-alone bar. 
-48”x 20”x 34-1/2”

Antique dresser $125
-recently stripped and sanded, ready for a makeover! 
-Measurements: 42”x 20-1/2”x 34-1/2   
-4 drawers

Vanity lights $15
-25”long, lights hang down 7”

*Call 650-339-0263 to get more info on these items*

Set of 3 Sterilite drawers $15
-Size: 15 7/8” x 21 7/8” x 24”
-Practically NEW-no signs of wear 

Set of 3 nesting side tables $30/set
-17-1/4”x21’x21-3/4”, 
-16”x16-1/2”x18”, 
-12-1/2”x13-1/2”x14-1/2”
-Solid wood, stained top, painted legs.    

Craftsman Style Couch $100
-Very comfortable, great condition. 
-Long enough for an adult to sleep on
-Arms serve as side tables
-Very sturdy, no stains      
-87”x 37-1/2”x 27-1/4”--including arms, 
-Arms are 7”wide each

Small island on wheels $25
-Great shape, has a pull out cutting board, a utensil 
drawer, and two lower shelves

Dresser with 10 drawers!!!!! $70
-4 small drawers and 6 larger drawers. 
-Black with vintage ruler accents. Some minor wear 
on the top. 
-52-1/2”x 15”x32”

Solid oak bookcase $50
-Adjustable shelves, great condition with the 
exception of the top which shows a little warping. 
-50”x 11”x 36”




