
Community Highlight: Jose Ramirez of R&R Farms 
 
Jose Ramirez started his career in agriculture at the age of 15 when he got a job working for BJ 
Burns in Pescadero. He has stayed in the community ever since and has been successful in creating 
his own farm and farmstand at R&R Farms. However, it took many years of hard work to get to 
where he is now. 
 
Jose has held multiple jobs in the area, from being involved with the schools as a bus driver and 
custodian, to being a farmhand for BJ, to building up the successful farm he has now. When 
working for the school district Jose decided to do something with the extra time on his hands and 
decided to try growing some flowers. He had previous experience in growing various crops and 
plants and ended up being pretty successful with his first crop of flowers. The following year he 
decided to try growing fennel and leeks and found that these crops were more of a success for the 
area. 
 
These first successes did not always come so easy. In one of his first years growing leeks and 
fennel, there was an E. Coli outbreak in the area that caused everyone using the creek water to be 
cut off and all crops not to be sold. This was obviously a huge loss and devastation for a new farmer 
but Jose did not allow this to hold him back.  
 
He continued to grow and expand to where he is now. Jose grows raspberries, blackberries, and 
olallieberries, along with several herbs. He offers a U-pick behind his farm stand where customers 
are able to walk in the fields and fill baskets with his organic, farm-fresh berries.  
 
Jose is always looking to offer more to his customers, which is why when he was given the 
opportunity to take over a duck egg operation he jumped at the chance. The ducks allow him to be 
able to provide fresh eggs straight from the farm to the consumer. In addition, customers get to 
enjoy watching the ducks and goats he has on the farm while visiting. 
 
Transparency and honesty are two things that Jose really seems to care about when it comes to how 
he runs his farm and business. “I could charge more for my berries, but I don't. I could charge 
people for going into the U-pick because they eat the berries… but I don't care. As long they buy 
before they leave it’s fine, that’s the cost of doing good.” 
 
Jose not only aims to be completely honest with his customers but he wants to be affordable for 
everyone. He wishes for people of all economic statuses to be able to afford fresh, healthy produce. 
“People want to eat healthy and they want to eat good stuff. But being fair means being fair to 
everybody….What about the people who have two or three kids? Paying $3,000 a month rent and 
they want to eat healthy too just like everybody else.” 



 
Jose’s kindness does not only apply to his customer base, he is also currently working on having 
some farm housing built so he is able to provide free housing for those working in his fields. “I'm 
hoping if I tell them: if you guys help me, I'm going to help you. I'm not going to charge them [for 
rent] if I don’t need to.” 
 
All the time and hard work Jose has put into his farming career has created an enjoyably 
family-friendly environment where people can learn a little about where their food comes from, 
participate in the harvesting of their own food, and create lasting memories. 


